


What is NATO’s Mandate? 



Can NATO fulfill their mandate? 

 NATO exists but can they really fulfill 
their mandate?

 Are they training and effectively 
equipping their members forces so 
they can fulfill their purpose? 



Can they fulfill their mandate? 



Can they fulfill their mandate? 
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Can they fulfill their mandate? 



Even more serious- The church’s mandate?

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”” (Matthew 28:19–20, NIV84)



Even more serious- The church’s mandate?



Even more serious- The church’s mandate?

7. ...be EQUIPPING DISCIPLES , understanding that our task is not simply to 
"win converts," but to help people grow in faith, love and obedience to 
Christ, and be involved in helping others become disciples of Christ. A 
disciple is one who is becoming like Christ and making disciples should be 
the goal of every ministry to others; including our preaching, teaching, 
shepherding, fellowshipping, and serving. Discipling of others can take 
place in large gatherings, smaller groups, and in one-to-one relationships. 
We have chosen to primarily accomplish the task of equipping and 
discipling our community through our small groups. We will always be 
guided by Christ's final commission to his disciples: to make disciples of all 
the nations. Until that task is complete, our job is not done. Under the caring 
leadership of a plurality of elders, we will be a congregation that practises 
the priesthood of all believers where all members are engaged in building up 
the body of Christ, as well as ministering according to their spiritual gift(s) 
and God-given passion. (Ephesians 4:11-16; Romans 12:3-8)



Even more serious- The church’s mandate?

 The mandate is absolutely clear 
 The church exists 
 The local church – WBC exists 
 Are we on target? Are we fulfilling the 

mandate? 
 Are you doing your part?



‘Disciples Who Make 
Disciples ’ 

Ephesians 4:7-16



The Context of Ephesians 4:7-16

1. All believers are In Christ saved only by grace 
through faith  Chapters 1-3 

2. Believers should live worthy Chapter 4:1 –
not earning or keeping!
 Live worthy by preserving unity 
 Live worthy by maturing in diversity- gifts!

3. The purpose of God’s gifts – equip believers 
4. The ultimate goal – Christlikeness



‘Disciples Who Make 
Disciples ’ 

Ephesians 4:7-16
Pew Bible pg. 828



Outline

1. God’s Gifts 
2. God’s Goal
3. Our Measure 



1. God’s Gifts 

1. Relationship
 One body (church = body of Christ)
 One Spirit
 One Lord 
 One Faith One baptism
 One God & Father
 We are saints (holy ones)



1. God’s Gifts 

1. Relationship
2. Spiritual gifts for everyone (v7-10)
 Christ descended & was victorious
 Christ ascended gave freedom and gifts
 See Romans 12, 1 Cor. 12, 1 Peter 4



1. God’s Gifts 

1. Relationship
2. Spiritual gifts for everyone (v7-10)
3. Christ gave gifted people (v 11-16)
 Roles, callings – with necessary gifts
 Have specific tasks  



1. God’s Gifts 

Is your gift….
 Unopened?



1. God’s Gifts 

Is your gift….
 Unopened?
 Unused or repurposed? 



1. God’s Gifts 

Is your gift….
 Unopened?
 Unused? 

For WBC to fulfill our mission & 
achieve our Vision – requires all of us 
doing our part



2. God’s Goal

1. To Equip God’s people V12
 NIV – prepare 
 AV perfect
 NASB, ESV – equip 

The idea is to make something sufficient, to 
furnish completely, to make fully qualified 



2. God’s Goal

1. To Equip God’s people 
 So they can serve
 So they can build up Christ’s body 

The trainers are to train God’s people so 
that God’s people can do these things!  

No such thing as the pastors (elders) do it 
all! 



2. God’s Goal

1. To Equip God’s people 
2. To bring about Christlikeness v 13 
 Unity of faith & knowledge of Christ
 Spiritual Maturity 
 Fullness of Christ ( we live what we are!)



2. God’s Goal

1. To Equip God’s people 
2. To bring about Christlikeness v 13 
3. Fully healthy and connected to Christ 

v 14-16 



2. God’s Goal

Speaks to: 
Motives
Purpose
Value



3. Our Measure

 How do the leaders at WBC know we 
are on track?

 How do I know I am on track? 

V 14  As a result……..



3. Our Measure

1. Negatively expressed …… v 14 
 No longer tossed about like children
 Theologically sound
 Secure in faith 
 Secure in your understanding of your 

gifts and identity  



3. Our Measure

1. Negatively expressed …… v 14 
2. Positively expressed ….. v 15 
 We are growing up in to Christ
 In truth and love



3. Our Measure

1. Negatively expressed …… v 14 
2. Positively expressed ….. v 15 
3. Positively explained v16
 Every believer is doing their part as they 

are connected to Christ 



Bottom Line 

1. We are to be givers
2. We are to be receivers 



Bottom Line 

1. We are to be givers
A. We must be feeding and serving others
 Jesus the Bread of Life gave us himself 

and works through us to ‘feed’ others 
B. Where are you serving?
 Plugged In ! 



Bottom Line 



Bottom Line 



Bottom Line 

There is something for absolutely everyone!



Bottom Line 

1. We are to be givers
2. We are to be recievers
 We must be receiving feeding and 

growing with others



Bottom Line 



Bottom Line 



Bottom Line 



Even more serious- The church’s mandate?

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”” (Matthew 28:19–20, NIV84)



Even more serious- The church’s mandate?

 The mandate is absolutely clear 
 The church exists 
 The local church – WBC exists 
 Are we on target? Are we fulfilling the 

mandate? 
 Are you doing your part?



Bottom Line 

 I urge you this morning
 Do not leave here without: 
1. Being crystal clear on your relationship to Christ
2. Being crystal clear on your service for Christ 
3. At minimum determining what your next step 

should be and telling someone here about it  



‘Disciples Who Make 
Disciples ’ 

Ephesians 4:7-16
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