
 
 
 
 

 

Jesus has Power over Evil 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Leader BIBLE STUDY 

 

Jesus had enemies. In the midst of His public ministry, the Jewish religious leaders began plotting to kill 

Him. (See Mark 3:6.) So one day, Jesus went to a land on the east side of the Sea of Galilee where 

Gentiles lived. Jesus’ mission to the Gentiles was not a backup plan after the Jews rejected Him; when 

Jesus was an infant, Simeon prophesied that His work would be for all people—both Jews and Gentiles. 

(See Luke 2:30-32.) 

 

In that land was a man who needed help. An evil spirit was inside the man, and he suffered greatly. The 

people had tried to control the man by tying him up with chains, but the man broke free. So he lived alone 

in the tombs, crying out day and night. 

 

When Jesus stepped ashore, the man ran to Him and kneeled down. Jesus commanded the evil spirit to 

come out of the man. Many evil spirits were in the man, and Jesus gave the evil spirits permission to go 

into a herd of pigs. They did, and the man was healed. 

 

The healed man wanted to travel with Jesus, but Jesus told the man to go home to his own people and tell 

what the Lord had done for him. The man obeyed Jesus. He testified to the cities in that area about the 

Lord’s mercy, and the Gentiles were amazed. 

 

Jesus is Lord over all things, good and evil. In His teaching, Jesus said, “If I drive out demons by the Spirit 

of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you” (Matt. 12:28). Jesus—as well as the Bible—is clear that 

Satan exists, and he and the demons work against God and His purposes. 

 

Jesus came to earth to destroy the Devil by dying on the cross, and He was victorious. A battle between 

good and evil still rages on today, but the outcome has already been decided. Spoiler alert: Jesus wins. 

One day, Jesus will end evil forever. 
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 The BIBLE Story 

 

Jesus has Power over Evil 

Mark 5:1-20 (bolded text can be read as a shorter version of the story) 

 

 

One day, Jesus and His disciples sailed across the sea from Galilee to the region of the 

Gerasenes (GEHR uh seens). As soon as Jesus stepped out of the boat, a man came out to meet 

Him. The man had been living in the caves where people were buried. 

Something was wrong with the man; he was not himself. He had an evil spirit in him that caused him 

to hurt and suffer. People had tried to tie up the man with chains and shackles, but the man had broken 

the chains and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to tie him up. 

This man saw Jesus coming, and he ran to meet Him. He knelt down in front of Jesus, and Jesus 

commanded the evil spirit. “Come out of this man!” Jesus said. The man cried out with a loud voice, 

and the evil spirit spoke through him. “What do You have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 

High God? I beg You before God, don’t punish me!” 

Jesus asked, “What is your name?” 

The evil spirit inside the man answered, “My name is Legion because there are many evil spirits with 

me.” The spirits inside the man begged Jesus not to send them away. 

Nearby, a large herd of pigs was eating on a hillside. The evil spirits said, “If you send us 

anywhere, send us into those pigs.” So Jesus allowed the evil spirits to leave the man and go into 

the pigs. All of the pigs—about 2,000 of them—ran down the hill and into the sea. They drowned there. 

The men who took care of the pigs saw what happened, and they ran off and told everyone in the 

town and the nearby farms about what Jesus had done. The people came out to see Jesus, and they 

saw the man who had been living in the caves. The man did not have an evil spirit inside him 

anymore. He was dressed and behaved normally again. The people were afraid, and they asked Jesus 

to leave. 

As Jesus was getting back into the boat, the man who had been living in the caves asked Jesus 

if he could go with Him. But Jesus did not allow the man to go with Him. Jesus said, “Go home to your 

friends and family members. Tell them what happened and how the Lord helped you.” The man 

obeyed Jesus. He told all the people about what Jesus had done for him. All the people were amazed. 

 

Christ Connection: Only Jesus had the strength to control the man with the evil spirits. Jesus has power 

over evil, and He used His power to free the man. He has power over everything. Jesus came to earth to 

destroy the Devil by dying on the cross. One day, Jesus will end evil forever. 
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