
Exalting Christ at 

Wallenstein Bible Chapel (WBC) 

 

As elders, we have a sincere desire that everyone at WBC be passionate about exalting Christ.  Our 

heartfelt desire is that we grow deeper in our love for Christ and express that love in our corporate 

worship and thus we want to remove barriers so that the Lord is exalted by our response 

Over a year ago we launched a series of studies during our Lord’s Supper service, lead by Wayne 

Hockley and Murray Martin, which considered the topic of worship including an emphasis that 

worship is our response, expressed in many different ways, to a fresh realization of who God is. 

Further, our desire was to encourage our men to fulfill their biblical role as the spiritual leaders in 

their homes and in the church.  When we made experimental adjustments to the format and location 

of this service to encourage participation, we became concerned that some of us so strongly cherish 

the traditional format of our Lord’s Supper service to the extent that it appears that the form of 

worship has become more important than the Lord Jesus Christ, the object of our worship. 

Following that series at the Lord’s Supper, the elders launched into an in-depth study and discussion 

regarding what the scriptures say concerning the structure of our various meetings, who participates, 

and how they participate in our services. As this topic was discussed the issue of the roles of men 

and women began to surface.   We concluded that we have been inconsistent in our teaching and 

practice concerning women’s audible participation during the Lord’s Supper service compared to all 

of our other public services.  

The remainder of this document is a summary of our study of New Testament Principles and how 

they apply to us at WBC.  Upon request, for those desiring further information, we offer 41 pages of 

detailed notes of the elders study, including scripture passages. 

 

Lovingly   

The Elders at WBC 

 



  

A. Gods Plan for Authority in the church (Headship) 

 

New Testament Principles 

a. The Godhead is one, yet plural, each member has their respective roles. Each member of 

the Godhead is equal. We see both authority and deference to authority perfectly 

portrayed in the Trinity.  

b. God has created man and woman with specific roles, first in the original created order 

and then in the church.  Men and women have different roles yet are equal. The God 

given roles and authority structure for men and women is an image of the Godhead.  

c. To have a balanced view of roles we must study both men and women’s roles and 

responsibilities together.  For example, we cannot teach the command for a woman to 

submit to her husband if we don’t teach that the husband must follow Christ’s command 

to love his wife as Christ loved the church.   

d. The woman was created as man’s helper.  Man is not complete without her. In the 

Church we are told that she is not to lead man nor teach him authoritatively.   

e. The fall has created difficulty and brokenness between the sexes. It is specifically 

reflected in their relationships and in the area of leadership and authority.  

f. Man is the head, the image of God, and is responsible for all of God’s creation.  He is 

accountable to God.  He is also to be the spiritual leader in the home and the church, and 

is the one entrusted with teaching. 

 

Application at WBC  

The elders are dedicated to the equality of men and women (Gal 3:28) while at the same 

time we also uphold the timeless biblical principle of male headship both in the church and 

the home. At WBC, elders and preachers (when men are present) will always be men. 

Further, we will demonstrate our commitment in our present cultural setting by reserving the 

appointment of service leaders to men only.  Women will continue to fill other appropriate 

WBC positions of leadership (committees, etc). 



 

B. Women’s verbal participation in public meetings  

 

New Testament Principles 

a. Based on a study of various Greek words, sometimes translated as “silence” we have 

found that some translations can be misunderstood.  For example: in I Timothy 2:11,12 

the word translated “silent” in the King James Version is better to be understood as  

“quiet or peaceable in spirit” which is how the King James translates the same word in I 

Timothy 2:2.  Therefore, Paul is not prohibiting a woman from praying, but is teaching 

that a woman should have a submissive attitude at a public prayer meeting.  At the same 

time, scripture teaches that a woman ought not to teach or be in authority over men.  

b. It is critical to understand the context of the passages referring to verbal participation 

and the intent of the original writer.  For example: In I Corinthians 14, we have the 

proper translation of the original Greek which clearly means silence in the English. It is 

a different word from the one used in 1 Timothy 2.  The question is how and when the 

silence needs to be applied.  In this passage both men and women are told to be silent 

within a certain context and for the preservation of orderly worship. Those speaking in 

tongues are told to be silent if there is no interpreter and we understand that this doesn’t 

mean they can’t have any verbal participation (vs. 28) but it applies to this specific 

circumstance.  Those prophesying are told to be silent (vs. 30) to avoid confusion.  

Women are told to be silent within the context (vs. 29-35) of the congregation examining 

the words of the prophets.  Again, this doesn’t exclude women from verbally 

participating in other points of the meeting. This restriction would be a contradiction to 1 

Corinthians 11 and other New Testament passages where men and women participate 

together.  1 Corinthians 14 is an example of a New Testament church meeting for which 

we have no corresponding meeting at WBC.   

c. We have concluded in our study of the various Greek words, often translated silence in 

English, to in essence communicate the following:  It is an attitude of not having to have 

the forefront, but instead to remain at peace while God works through someone else.  It 

is quietly waiting while others speak or teach.  Silence in the context of the roles of men 

and a woman never has the sense of legislated muteness. 

 

Application at WBC  

 

In light of the points in the above scriptures, (I Cor. 14:26 and Ephesians 5:18-20) we 

believe that both men and women have the freedom and responsibility to come to all church 

meetings prepared to participate verbally in worship and the building up of believers as the 

Holy Spirit leads.   

 



C. Public Prayer 

 

New Testament Principles 

 

a. Based on a word study of the word prayer, the elders have concluded that prayer is an 

interaction between an individual and God, through the Holy Spirit. The Bible dictionary 

definition includes “a humble sincere request”, “expressing a desire” & “an interaction 

between an individual and God”.  Clearly, prayer in a public setting is not a position of 

authority or teaching and thus is equally open to both men and women.  

b. In I Cor. 11 and I Timothy 2 we believe men and women prayed audibly together at public 

meetings of the church.   

 

Application at WBC 

We believe that men and women can freely pray audibly together in all meetings of the church 

since prayer is not usurping authority or teaching. 

 

D. Public Meetings of the Church in the New Testament 

 

New Testament Principles 

a. Acts 2:42 informs us that the early church “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers”. The content of their meetings is 

described but the format and frequency of the meetings of the early church are unclear. 

Scripture does not prescribe the format of any meetings of the church. 

 

b. We cannot take today’s church practices and force them into the examples found in the New 

Testament.  For example, our currently accepted format for the B/B service is not found in 

either 1 Corinthians 11 or 14. Instead, we must take the New Testament principles and 

doctrines and apply them to our setting today in the context of the heart of the early church. 

 

Application at WBC  

 

 We as elders must ensure that WBC has a balanced focus on teaching, fellowship, breaking of 

bread & prayer.  As a church, we have the freedom to adjust the format of any meeting, in a 

consistent manner, in order to remove any barriers preventing believers from fulfilling what is 

described for us in Acts 2:42.   

 

 


