
In Christ: reconciled to 

God.



Phil.1:1.

”Paul and Timothy, bondservants of 
Jesus Christ,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are 
in Philippi, with the bishops 
(overseers/shepherds/pastors) 
and deacons.”

Pray for our elders (pastors) and 
deacons.



This series is called  Bridging the 
Gap

10 Messages (now 9) about our identity in 
Christ.

1. In Christ, one with the Father ( 2 weeks ago).

2.  (In Christ, secure in His sovereignty) (last 
week).

3.   In Christ, reconciled to God. Today.



Scripture

 Colossians 1:19-23(Page 833)

 2Cor.5:14-21(Page 819)

(Pew Bible)



In Christ: reconciled to God.

I. What’s the problem?

II. What’s the solution?

III. What’s the application?



Bridging the gap. What is the gap?

1. 
Separation 

from God.

2. No relationship with God.   



The story of the Bible

Restoration, the reversing of these two: 
separation and the broken relationship.

1. Bringing God and mankind back 
together,

2. and restoring the relationship through 
reconciliation.

See two examples--->



I. Exodus 25:8; Jer. 24:7

 “And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may 
dwell among them.”

 “And I will give them a heart to know me, that I 
am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God: for they shall return unto me 
with their whole heart.”



II. Revelation 21:3

 “And I heard a loud voice from heaven 
saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people. 
God Himself will be with them and 
be their God.””



I. What’s the problem?

1. Separation from God, because of sin

2. No relationship with God, because of 
sin

3. Enemies of God, Col.1:21, “Once you were 
alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior.” (sin).



II. What’s the solution?

 “For there is one God and one 
Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus, who 
gave Himself a ransom for all.” 
1Timothy 2:5.

 Jesus Christ, God’s Son is the 
Bridge and the Reconcilor.



In Christ: reconciled to 

God.



What is reconciliation?

The world’s explanation: ‘A situation in which two 
parties become friendly again after they have argued.’ 

God’s explanation: ‘Reconciliation is the end of the 
estrangement, caused by original sin, between God 
and humanity. ... God is the author, Christ is the agent 
and we are the ambassadors of reconciliation.’ (2 
Corinthians 5).

Reconciliation produces the restoration of 
a relationship of peace which had been disturbed in 
the garden of Eden. 



The Great  Exchange

“God made Him who had no sin to be 
sin for us, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
2Cor.5:21.



The Great Exchange



The Great Exchange



GRACE

G = God’s

R = Riches

A=  At

C = Christ’s

E = Expense



III. What’s the application?

We need to acknowledge our 
sinfulness and accept Christ. 
Resulting in:

I. Christ in me, Col.1:27

II. I in Christ, (164x) Safe and secure.

III. No condemnation, Rom.8:1



Listen to Christ’s words

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me. And I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of 
My hand. My Father, who has given them 
to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of My Father’s 
hand. I and My Father are one.” John 
10:27-29.



Listen to Christ’s words

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, 
and the one who comes to Me I will by no 
means cast out. For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of 
Him who sent Me. This is the will of the 
Father who sent Me, that of all He has given 
Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it 
up at the last day.” John 6:37-39.



Remember the problem?

1. 
Separation 

from 
God.

2. Enemies

3. No relationship with God.



Where are you?

 Are you still separated from God or are you one 
with Him in Christ?

 Do you have a relationship with God?

 Have you been reconciled to God? No longer 
enemies?

 How is this effecting your life?



I am a Christian, what now?

 “As you therefore have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives 
in Him,” (Colossians 2:6, NRSV) 

 “He who says he abides in Him ought 
himself also to walk just as He walked.” 
1John 2:6 (NKJ)

 “Whoever claims to live in Him must live as
Jesus did.” 1John 2:6 (NIV)



Two serious questions

1. Do you ever feel that you are not such a good   
Christian and that you are failing Jesus? 

2. Do you ever feel guilty that your love for Him is 
not as it should be, do you ever get down or 
depressed about that and feel condemned?

 What to do? 

 Don’t look within, look at Him. Don’t think about 
your love or lack of it, focus on His love for you. 
(Love in the Psalms, 157 – 128)



Corrie ten Boom

 “If you look at the world, you’ll be 
distressed. 

 If you look within, you’ll be depressed. 

 But if you look at Christ, you’ll be at 
rest.”  



Thanksgiving

I. For another abundant harvest

II. For daily benefits, “Blessed be the Lord, 
who daily loads us with benefits, even the God of our 
salvation.” Ps.68:19.

III. For our reconciliation, no longer enemies of 
God,  but His children.

IV. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift!
2Cor.9:15.


