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How Welcoming am I?

4. ... be WELCOMING to all. We will do this by being a community of 
people who refuse to show favouritism to anyone, and by readily extending 
grace rather than casting judgment, greeting all with warmth and 
acceptance. We will communicate the gospel in ways that are easily 
understood by the community with which we are connecting. As good 
stewards of the resources God has entrusted to us, we will include making 
our church's facilities easily accessible to those unfamiliar with us, and to 
those who move about with difficulty. We will open our facilities, whenever 
feasible, to the community for its use. Most importantly, we will be attractive 
in attitude and behaviour in order to provide a winsome witness to any 
whom God brings our way. (Luke 10:25-36; James 2:1-7)



“Welcoming or 
Comfortable?”  

Luke 10:25-36 





Outline

1. Bad motives lead to bad questions!
2. What does a good neighbour look 

like?
3. What Jesus did not say! 
4. Tough Questions.



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 1

“On one occasion an expert in the law stood 
up to test Jesus… (Luke 10:25a, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 1
Bad question # 1
…“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”” (Luke 10:25b, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

In itself not a bad question: 
“When the people heard this, they were cut 
to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”” 
(Acts 2:37, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 1
Bad question # 1
“On one occasion an expert in the law stood up 
to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?”” (Luke 10:25, NIV84)
What is behind the question taints the 

question. The focus is on self righteousness. 
Jesus’ response is meant to reveal the 

twisted heart



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

The Opposite: 
“He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, 
we know you are a teacher who has come 
from God. For no one could perform the 
miraculous signs you are doing if God were 
not with him.”” (John 3:2, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

The Opposite: 
Nicodemus is genuine and confused. 
Jesus is direct and clear 
“In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, 
no one can see the kingdom of God unless 
he is born again.”” (John 3:3, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 1
Bad question # 1
Jesus’ response to the lawyer is meant to 

reveal the twisted heart
““You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. 
“Do this and you will live.”” (Luke 10:28, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 1
Bad question # 1
Jesus’ response to the lawyer is meant to 

reveal the twisted heart
He points the lawyer to scripture – to reveal 

his hopelessness 
Who can love God with all their heart? Who 

can love your neighbour as yourself? 



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 1
Bad question # 1
The correct response should have been as 

with Nicodemus: 
““How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.” (John 
3:9, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 2 
“But he wanted to justify himself…  (Luke 
10:29a, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 2
Bad question # 2
“… so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”” (Luke 10:29, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 2
Bad question # 2
 The Essenes (religious zealots of this time) taught that one 

was to love all the children of light who are part of the 
community but to hate the children of darkness who stand 
outside the community.

 Maimonides (much later but reveals the attitude) , “he excepts 
all Gentiles when he saith, His neighbour. An Israelite killing a 
stranger inhabitant, he doth not die for it by the Sanhedrim; 
because he said, If any one lift up himself against his 
neighbour.”



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 2
Bad question # 2
 Even the early church struggled – only Jews are our neighbour 
“The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter went 
up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him and 
said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with 
them.”” (Acts 11:1–3, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 2
Bad question # 2
Jesus does not answer his question in the 

story of the Good Samaritan 
Who is my neighbour is the wrong question!
Everyone is!
The story is about what does a good 

neighbour do!



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Bad motive # 2
Bad question # 2
““Which of these three do you think was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?”” (Luke 10:36, NIV84)



1. Bad Motives Lead to Bad Questions

Anything short of absolute faith and 
dependence on Christ and His mercy is twisted 

and tainted



2. What Does a Good Neighbour Look Like?

 Aware of those around them
 Inconvenience themselves
 Love their enemy
 Love those they theologically disagree with (heretics!)
 Love those who are culturally and socially opposite 
 Endanger themselves 
 Give sacrificially 
 Expect nothing in return 



2. What Does a Good Neighbour Look Like?

Anything short of loving and giving as God 
has shown us in Christ falls terribly short. 
Mercy triumphs over judgement every time! 

“because judgment without mercy will be shown 
to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment!” (James 2:13, NIV84)



3. What Jesus Did Not Say!

1. Eternal life is earned by loving God & 
others. Salvation has never been by what 
we do! 

“And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD 
counted him as righteous because of his faith.” 
(Genesis 15:6, NLT)
 This is a way to live out your faith.  What 

practical faith looks like. 



3. What Jesus Did Not Say!

2. Samaritans are theologically ok. 
“You Samaritans know very little about the one you 
worship, while we Jews know all about him, for 
salvation comes through the Jews.” (John 4:22, 
NLT)
We can and must love and care for our 

neighbours even though we strongly disagree 
with their theology, or lack of it.  Even love those 
we very strongly morally oppose.



3. What Jesus Did Not Say!

3. Loving our neighbour feels good and is 
easy. Or fellow Christians will applaud you.  
“But when the teachers of religious law who were 
Pharisees saw him eating with tax collectors and 
other sinners, they asked his disciples, “Why does 
he eat with such scum?”” (Mark 2:16, NLT)



4. Tough Questions

1. Do people come and go at WBC and feel alone 
because we connected only with our family and social 
circle? 

2. Would a clearly gay couple or person struggling with 
same sex attraction feel loved and cared for by us? 

3. Are we culturally mixed or separate?  Who are our 
friends at WBC?  

4. Who do we welcome into our home? To share our 
lives? Are we comfortable or are we welcoming?



How Welcoming am I?

4. ... be WELCOMING to all. We will do this by being a community of 
people who refuse to show favouritism to anyone, and by readily extending 
grace rather than casting judgment, greeting all with warmth and 
acceptance. We will communicate the gospel in ways that are easily 
understood by the community with which we are connecting. As good 
stewards of the resources God has entrusted to us, we will include making 
our church's facilities easily accessible to those unfamiliar with us, and to 
those who move about with difficulty. We will open our facilities, whenever 
feasible, to the community for its use. Most importantly, we will be attractive 
in attitude and behaviour in order to provide a winsome witness to any 
whom God brings our way. (Luke 10:25-36; James 2:1-7)



“Welcoming or 
Comfortable?”  

Luke 10:25-36 
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